
P U K E R O A  O R U A W H A T A  T R U S T

Election 2026

DAVID WINIATA TAPSELL
Ngāti Whakaue

LLB, Otago University  |  Member, Institute of Directors

david@dtlawoffice.co.nz

Kia Ora e te Whanau

I am privileged to be a trustee and Chair of the Trust and to serve you, our owners.

I am seeking your support for another term as trustee.

PLANNED SUCCESSION AND BOARD 

BALANCE

As Chair of the Trust since 2024 (Deputy 2016–
2024), I am proud to follow in the footsteps of 

our initial Chair, Alec Wilson, and our prior Chair, 

Malcolm Short, who encouraged me to stand 20 

years ago.

I have served the Trust since then with owner's 

support – thank you. Our current board has an 

enviable and rare balanced mix of skills – 

tikanga, development, commerce, law, finance 

and negotiation. 

WHAT I BRING TO THE TRUST – 

30 YEARS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

• Passion for the advancement of our owners & 

Iwi – this is my Why

• Experienced commercial lawyer, developer & 

negotiator 

• Strategist and Governor 

• Political connections – locally & nationally

• Good listener & thinker

• Effective – I get things done

• Collaboration skills – led the NW collaboration 

project & current Chair

Consecutive years growth of assets & income

enables annual benefits for you

$1M

Record Owner 

Distributions

$201K

Charitable Grants

RETURN OF OUR 

WHENUA

& JOB OPPORTUNITIES

$239K
Ngāti Whakaue housing 

discounts & Wai Ariki 

Hot Springs & Spa

Ngāti Whakaue 
Collaboration

New opportunities before the Trust right now are real and significant. 

They are based on whenua already returned, and to be returned following 

negotiation with Government, which I am leading. I am working hard with the rest of 

the Board to maximise these future opportunities for the benefit of you and for the 

generations who follow.

EXPERIENCE  •   COLLABORATION  •   OUTCOMES
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